
 

Chapter 17 
 

“Woman on the Beast” 
 
Note – three aspects of Babylon (kingdom of antichrist) 

  * Chpt.16 – Military (armies) destroyed 

  * Chpt.17 – Religious Babylon destroyed   } all three must be destroyed before Christ’s return 

  * Chpt.18 – Government destroyed 

 
Vs.1-6 – a picture of religious Babylon 

 

A. The Scene 
a. Invitation to see the punishment 

i. A woman 

1. A great prostitute 

2. Sits on many waters (vs.1) 

ii. Great kings committed adultery with her 

iii. Inhabitants intoxicated with the wine of her luxuries 

 

b. Description (vs.3-6) 

i. Sitting on a scarlet beast (vs.3) 

1. Sits – meaning supported by the State (antichrist) 

2. Scarlet associated with Satan and with sin 

3. Covered with blasphemous names 

4. Had 7 heads and 10 horns 

a. 7 heads –  

b. 10 horns – 

5. Dressed in purple and scarlet 

6. Glittering with gold, precious stones, and pearls 

7. Holds golden cup in her hand 

ii. Title on her forehead (vs.5) 

1. Mystery 

2. Babylon the Great 

a. Tower of Babel 

3. The Mother of Prostitutes/abominations of the earth 

a. Babylon is the mother of all false religions 

iii. Drunk with the blood of the saints (vs.6) 

 

The religion of the last days will join hands with the government of the 
antichrist and the false religion will sweep the world 

 
 



 

 
Vs.7-18 – judgment of religious Babylon 

 

B. The explanation 
a. The beast (vs.8) 

i. Once was, now is not and will come 

ii. Inhabitants of the earth will be astonished 

1. Those whose names have not been written in the book of life 

iii. Seven heads (vs.9) 

1. Are seven hills 

a. On which the woman sits 

2. Seven kings (vs.10) 

a. Five have fallen (those who opposed God’s people) 

b. One is (in John’s day and continues) 

c. Other has not yet come 

3. Beast – one who was and now is not (vs.11) 

a. Is an eighth king 

iv. 10 horns (vs.12) 

1. 10 kings who have not yet received a kingdom 

2. Will give their power to the beast (vs.13) 

a. When he assumes God status 

3. Will make war against the Lamb (vs.14) 

a. Lamb will overcome them 

b. Revelation 19 
 

b. Woman – secular religious system 
i. The prostitute sits on the waters (vs.15) 

ii. Mother of prostitutes 

iii. Beast and 10 horns will hate her (vs.16) 

1. Will bring her to ruin 

a. Leave her naked 

b. Eat her flesh 

c. Burn her with fire 

d. 10 horns will give their power to the beast (vs.17) 

i. Until God’s word is fulfilled 

 
The world church movement, which characterizes the first half of the seven years leading up to 
the Second Coming, is thus brought to an abrupt end. It will be replaced by the final form of 
world religion which will be the worship of the world ruler, Satan’s substitute for Christ. 
 
Satan (and Antichrist) will use the apostate religious system to accomplish his own ends (i.e., 
attain world power); but then he will do away with “the harlot” and establish his own religious 
system. And all of this will be the fulfillment of God’s Word (Rev. 17:17). 
 

2. She is the great city (vs.18) 

a. That rules over the kings of the earth 


