
 

Chapter 15 
 

“Martyrs and Angels” 
 

 

        Interludes 

Intro         More info 

  * Sets the stage for the final judgments    Characters 

  * Scene switches to Heaven      Sets the stage (chpt.15) 

   Everything is under God’s control 

   God is getting ready to end human history 

 
Vs.1 

 

A. Another great sign 
a. Seven angels  

i. With seven last plagues 

1. Last “eschatas” – final; last of all 

ii. God’s wrath is completed 

1. “teleo” – bring to a close; finished; fulfilled to the end 

 

Vs.2 

 

A. The victors 
a. Standing by the fiery sea (vs.2) 

i. Laver referred to as “the sea” 

ii. A place of cleansing 

iii. The fire of cleansing 

iv. Before the throne 

b. Victorious over the beast 

c. Victorious over his image 

d. Victorious over the number of his name 

 

Question:  Who are these people?  The tribulation martyrs (in heaven) 
 

John saw the believers from the Tribulation who had overcome “the beast” and his system. These are the 
people who “loved not their lives unto the death” (Rev. 12:11). Since they did not cooperate with the satanic 
system and receive the mark of “the beast,” they were unable to buy or sell (Rev. 13:17). They were totally 
dependent on the Lord for their daily bread. Some of them were put into prison and some were slain (Rev. 
13:10); but all of them practiced faith and patience.  
 

Note 

  * They overcame him through their death 



 

Vs.3 

 

e. Held harps and 

f. Sang the song of Moses – Exodus 15:1-18 (vs.3) 

i. Great and marvelous 

1. Your deeds 

ii. Just and true 

1. Your ways 

g. Sang the song of the Lamb 

i. You are worthy… - Revelation 5:9,10  

 

Note 

  * There is no complaint here on how they suffered 

  * They acknowledged Him as sovereign in the events that happened 

 

Vs.4 

 

ii. You alone are holy (vs.4) 

1. Fear you 

 

Fear the Lord… 

1. The fear of the LORD is a profound love and deep respect for God. 
2. The fear of the LORD is simply taking God seriously – He keeps his promises and expects us to obey his 
commands. 
3. The fear of the LORD is the attitude that results from knowing that God is watching my every action, 
weighing my every motive, and aware of my every thought. 
4. The fear of the LORD means to love what God loves, and hate what he hates. 
 

2. Bring glory to your name 

iii. All nations will worship you 

1. “Every knee will bow and every tongue confess…” 

2. Righteous acts have been revealed 

 

Through the Blood of the Lamb, we have deliverance! 
 

Note 

  * Satan will have been pouring out his wrath upon the saints and believing Israel, now… 

 

Vs.5,6 
 

A. The Angels 
a. From heaven (vs.5) 

i. The temple 

ii. Tabernacle of the Testimony 

b. Had the seven plagues 

i. Plagues “plaga” – heavy affliction; great suffering; distress 



 

c. Dressed (vs.6) 

i. Clean, shining linen 

ii. Wore golden sashes 

 

Vs.7 

 

d. Seven golden bowls (vs.7) 

i. Given by one of the four living creatures 

ii. Bowls filled with the wrath of God (chpt.16) 

1. Unlike the world has ever seen 

 

Vs.8 
 

A. The Temple 
a. Filled with smoke 

i. From the glory of God 

 
When the Old Testament tabernacle and temple were dedicated, these earthly buildings were filled with 
God’s glory (Ex. 40:34–35; 2 Chron. 7:1–4); but now the heavenly temple is filled with smoke (Isa. 6:4; 
Ezek. 10:4). This smoke likewise is evidence of God’s glory and power. 

 
b. No one could enter 

i. Door closed until plagues were completed 

 
Taken as a whole, Revelation 15:5-8 presents a fearful picture of impending divine judgment on a wicked 
world. The judgments which are to be poured out (chap. 16) fully justify this ominous introduction 
 

                                                           
 


