
 

Chapter 12 
 

“The Cast of Characters I” 
 

The 7th trumpet has sounded, but for its events to have meaning, a sketch of 

hidden forces behind the scenes and major participants are necessary 
 

Vs.1,2 

 

A. The Woman (12:1-2,13-16)  ISRAEL 
 

Question:  Who is she? 

 Mary 

o Paintings 

o An exalted position 

 The church 

o Associated with man-child 

 Israel – often referred to as a woman 

o Galatians 4:21-27 – son of a free woman, born out of a promise 

Genesis 37:9,10 

a. Clothed with the sun 

i. Jacob 

b. Moon under her feet 

i. Rachel 

c. Crown of 12 stars on her head 

i. 12 tribes of Israel 

Isaiah 66:7-9 

d. Crying out in pain, about to give birth 

i. Israel’s long struggle 

Micah 4:10-5:3 

e. Gives birth to a son (vs.5) 

i. The Messiah; the Anointed One 

f. Dragon pursues her (vs.13) 

i. Presently and in the tribulation 

g. Flees to the desert prepared for her by God (vs.6,14) 

i. Edom – Petra 

ii. A place not yet known 

h. She was given two wings of an eagle to fly (vs.14) 

i. Exodus 19:4 – carried on Eagle’s wings 

ii. USA will rescue her??? 

i. Taken care of for 1260 days (time, times and half a time) 

i. Daniel 7:25 

ii. Daniel 9:24-27 



 

iii. 3½ years 

j. Out of the dragon’s reach (vs.14) 

i. God’s divine protection 

ii. 40 years in the wilderness 

 

The woman is the “mother of Christ” (Israel), not the “bride of Christ” (the 

church) 
 

Vs.3,4 

 

B. The Red Dragon (12:3-4, 9, 12-13)  SATAN 
a. Color red is associated with death 

b. Seven heads 

i. 7 kingdoms or mountains 

ii. Revelation 17:9,10 

c. 10 horns 

i. 10 kingdoms or kings 

ii. Daniel 7:20-24 

d. Seven crowns on his heads 

i. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo/Persia, Greece, Rome, end kingdom 

1. With 10 nations 

All kingdoms belong to Satan (Luke 4:5,6).  Satan is the power behind the 

kingdom of the antichrist 
 

e. Tail sweeps 1/3rd of stars out of heaven and is flung to earth 

i. Satan’s fall 

1. Ezekiel 28:12-15 – Satan’s origin & fall 

2. Isaiah 14:12-14 – Satan’s fall 

3. Luke 10:18 –  

4. Jude 6, II Peter 2:4 
 

f. Tries to devour the child 

i. Genesis 3:15 

ii. Cain/Abel 

iii. Sons of God/daughters of men 

iv. Esau seeks Jacob’s life 

v. Pharaoh kills all the males 

vi. Kings, Chronicles 

vii. Esther 

viii. Herod slaying of all babies 

ix. People vs. Jesus 

x. Today 

 

g. Accuser of the brethren 

i. Job 1:6-9; 2:1-6 – to present himself before God 

ii. II Chronicles 18:18-22 – a lying spirit before God 



 

h. Overcome by  

i. Blood of the Lamb 

1. The cross was Satan’s defeat 

ii. Word of their Testimony 

 

i. Filled with fury 

i. Knows his time is short 

 

Vs.5,6 

 

C. Man-child (12:2,5)  JESUS CHIST 
a. Through Israel, the Messiah would be born 

b. Destined to rule all nations with an iron scepter 

i. Psalm 2:9 – “You will rule them with an iron scepter…” 

ii. Revelation 2:27; 19:15b 

c. “snatched up” to God to His throne 

i. Philip – Acts 8:39 

ii. Paul – II Corinthians 12:2-4 

iii. Rapture – I Thessalonians 4:13 

 
The Dragon Thrown Out of Heaven 

 

Vs.7-16 

 
D. Michael (12:7-12) 
 

Question:  Who is he? 

 Hebrews 1:14 – ministering spirit 

 Daniel 12:1 – protector of god’s people 

 Daniel 10:21 – your prince 

 Jude 9 – an archangel 

 

a. Michael and his angels fight against the dragon and his angels 

i. Midpoint of Tribulation 

 

Thot 

  * War fought in heaven 

 

b. Dragon loses his place in heaven 

i. No more access to God’s throne 

ii. No more accusing of the brethren 

 

iii. Thrown down, now angry to wreak havoc 

 

c. Dragon hurled to earth along with his angels by Michael 



 

i. Luke 10:18 – “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” 

ii. Midpoint thru tribulation 

 

Note 

  * Earth now becomes the scene of two-fold wrath 

   7 Bowl Judgments of God 

   Wrath of thrown down dragon on Jews and Believers 

  * “Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved” Matt. 24:22 

 

d. Satan’s wrath now on earth (vs.13-16) 

i. Pursuit of the woman (Israel) 

 

Vs.17 

 

E. The Remnant (12:17) 

a. The dragon is not able to destroy national Israel 

i. In spite of flood of persecution 

ii. God intervenes; his protection/mercy 

 

God will prepare a special place where the Jewish remnant will be protected and cared for. It is interesting 
that the remnant’s escape from Satan is described in terms of a flying eagle, for this is a repeated image in 
the Old Testament with reference to Israel. God delivered Israel from Egypt “on eagles’ wings” (Ex. 19:4), 
and cared for the people in the wilderness as an eagle would her young (Deut. 32:11–12). Their return from 
Babylonian Captivity was like “mounting up with wings as eagles” (Isa. 40:31). 
 

b. He now turns to saved Israel 

i. Those who have accepted Christ 

ii. Unprecedented holocaust 

  

 
 


