
 

Chapter 11 
 

“The Temple and the Two Witnesses” 
 

Vs.1,2 

A. Measure the Temple 
A. Reed (vs.1) 

i. A grass that grew in the Jordan valley; light weight and rigid; like bamboo 

ii. Used in construction to measure 

iii. The word rod actually stands for a Jewish unit of measurement, equal to six 

cubits 

B. Measure the Temple and altar 
 

Note – A number of Temples 

  * Tabernacle 

  * 1st – Solomon’s Temple – I Kings (destroyed in 586BC – II Chronicles 36) 

  * Zerubbabel began rebuilding it (515BC) – Ezra and Nehemiah; remodeled and finished by 

Herod in 20BC 

  * 2nd – Herod’s Temple (destroyed in AD70) 

  * 3rd – Tribulation Temple 

   Presently the Dome of the Rock (Muslim holy site) sits here 

 

C. Count the worshippers 

 

Point 

  * The Temple is in full operation 

   Perhaps from the peace treaty with the antichrist 

   Altar is mentioned – sacrifices are being made (like in the OT) 

  * Temple Mount faithful 

 

D. Exclude the outer court (vs.2) 

i. Temple courts 

i. Court of the Gentiles – separated by a low wall 

a. to go past this point meant death 

ii. Court of Jewish women 

iii. Court of Jewish worshippers 

iv. Court of the priests – altar Holy Place and Holy of Holies 

ii. Don’t measure the Gentile courts 

i. They will trample the city for 42 months (3½ years) 

a. The last 3½ years by antichrist and his forces 

ii. Luke 21:24 – “They will fall by the sword and will be taken as 

prisoners to all the nations.  Jerusalem will be trampled on by the 

Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” 



 

iii. Jews will lose possession during the last 3 ½ years 

 

Vs.3,4 

B. Two witnesses 
A. We have not been introduced to them before 

i. They have been on the scene since some time after the Rapture 

B. Given God’s power (vs.3) 

i. The source 

C. Prophecy for 1260 days 

i. 42x30 (3½ years) 

ii. To prophecy means to (in this case) preach non-stop; All eyes shall see 

them 

iii. They will be hated because of their message 

D. Clothed in sackcloth 
i. A coarse, rough cloth made from goat or camel hair 

ii. Worn by those who mourn;  

iii. Preach warning or things to come and repentance against sin to salvation 

i. Many will come to Christ during their time 

E. Two olive trees and two lamp-stands (vs.4) 

i. Olive oil was used to light and fuel the lamps in the Holy Place 

ii. Zechariah 4:1-14 

iii. “These are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth.” 

iv. The preaching of these two witnesses will spark a revival just as 

Joshau/Zerubbabel did during their days 

 

Question:  Who are these two witnesses? 

 

  * Moses 

   The supreme Law-giver 

   Called down plagues upon Pharaoh & all Egypt 

   Jude 9 – Michael & Satan disputing over the body of Moses 

   However – you can’t die twice (“It is appointed unto man once to die…”) 

  * Elijah – called for 3 years of no rain 

   Purported to be the greatest of Israel’s prophets 

   II Kings 2:11 – “As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of 

fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a 

whirlwind.” 

   Malachi 4:5 – “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day 

of the Lord comes.” 

  * Enoch 

   Genesis 5:24 – “Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him 

away.” 

   Hebrews 11:5 – “…Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death.” 

 

 

 



 

Vs.5,6 

F. Fire from their mouths (vs.5) 

i. Good argument for Elijah 

i. Calling down fire from heaven on Mt. Carmel (I Kings 18) 

ii. Those who try to harm them will be killed 

i. As did Elijah in II Kings 1:9-10 

G. Power (vs.6) 

i. To cause drought – as did Elijah with King Ahab (I Kings 17) 

i. A 3½ year drought on top of the seal and trumpet judgments 

ii. Good argument for Moses (Exodus 7-12) 

i. Turning water into blood; already polluted from trumpets 2,3 

ii. Strike the earth with plagues (10 plagues before Pharaoh) 

 

Vs.7,8 

 

C. When their testimony is finished… 
A. They will be killed (vs.7) 

i. By beast from the Abyss (bottomless pit) – Trumpet 5 

ii. Many will have tried; the antichrist succeeds; he will be lauded as a hero 

B. Bodies lie in the street (vs.8) 

i. This was not allowed in Jewish culture 

i. It was a terrible thing to not bury the body right away; it was a 

public way to show contempt for them 

ii. Lie there for 3½ days 

iii. Great city – Jerusalem 

i. Being equated with 

a. Sodom – decadent sin; worldliness 

b. Egypt – slavery; killed God’s people 

ii. The city in which our Lord was crucified 

 

Vs.9,10 

C. All will see them (vs.9) 

i. Such hatred for these two prophets of God 

ii. Many will see them 

iii. All will gloat over them (vs.10) 

i. Send each other gifts 

ii. Like a birthday party or a big holiday 

 

Vs.11,12 

D. Resurrection 
A. They will be raised (vs.11) 

i. Breath of God enters them (God raises them) 

i. Jesus – “I am the resurrection and the life…” 

ii. Stood on their feet 

B. Terror struck those who saw them 

i. What started out as a holiday of partying ends with great disappointment 



 

C. Taken to heaven (vs.12) 

i. Loud voice – “Come up here” 

i. Some take this to be the rapture – mid trib. or pre-wrath 

ii. Went up to heaven 

i. While their enemies looked on 

 

Vs.13,14 

 

E. A severe earthquake (vs.13) 
A. 1/10th of city collapses – Jerusalem  

B. 7000 people killed 

i. Perhaps the leadership of the antichrist’s forces? 

C. Survivors terrified (Jewish) 

i. Gave glory to the God of heaven 

ii. Perhaps a great Jewish Revival? 

 

F. 7th Angel/Trumpet 
A. A warning is given (2nd woe is passed – demonic army) 

i. The 3rd woe is coming soon! 

B. This is the intro to the 7th trumpet (final events) 

i. Final fulfillment comes in chpt.16 

ii. This trumpet sounds the events of the last 3½ years 

 

Vs.15 

C. 7th Trumpet 

i. Loud voices in heaven (vs.15) 

ii. Kingdom of the world has become His kingdom 

iii. He will reign forever 

 

Vs.16-18 

D. 24-elders worship (vs.16-18) 

i. On their faces to give thanks 

i. You have begun to reign (17) 

ii. Your wrath has come (18) 

iii. Time to judge the dead  summary of all things coming 

iv. Time to reward your servants 

v. Destroy those who destroy the earth 

 

Vs.19 

G. God’s Temple in heaven 
A. Is opened 

i. Ark of His covenant is seen (heavenly ark – His presence) 

i. The earthly ark was only a picture of the heavenly one 

ii. The place of atonement for sin 

ii. The heavenly Holy of Holies 

B. Lightning, thunder, earthquake, great hailstorm 


