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Chapter 7 
 

“The 144,000” 
(picture of God’s mercy) 

 

 

Note 

  * Chapter 7 seems to be an interlude between the 6th and 7th seal – A divine time out.  The movie 

freezes – a commercial break! 

  * Up to this point, calamity has happened mostly as a result of the actions of the antichrist 

 

We have seen that the day of God’s wrath is about to come (6:15–17); so God brings a lull in the storm and 
extends His mercy to Jew and Gentile alike. 
 

Vs.1 

 

A. Four Angels 
a. Standing at the four corners 

i. Each quadrant of the compass (NEWS) 

b. Holding back the four winds 

i. Winds symbolic of destruction 

i. A lull before the storm 

ii. Literal – could produce extreme heat producing no rain 

c. Given power to harm the land/sea/trees 

i. Sand poised/ready to do God’s bidding 

ii. Judgment is in the hands of God 

 

Note 

  * God is in control – He is holding them back 

 

Vs.2,3 

 

A. Another Angel 
a. Coming from the East 

b. Having the Seal (of the living God) 

i. Perhaps a signet ring 

c. Command 

i. To angels – do not destroy until they are sealed 

1. On the foreheads 

ii. Angels are poised and ready for action 
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Vs.4-8 

 

A. 144,000 
a. Description 

i. Servants of our God 

1. 100% set apart 

ii. Name of the Lamb and of the Father (14:4) 

1. Written on their foreheads 

2. Sealed, preserved, protected 

iii. Remain pure (no relations) 

1. Vow and commit their lives to the task at hand 

iv. 12,000 from each tribe of Israel – Jews 

 

12 Sons of Jacob     The 144,000 

Reuben      Judah 

Simeon      Reuben 

Levi       Gad 

Judah       Asher 

Dan       Naphtali 

Naphtali      Manasseh 

Gad       Simeon 

Asher       Levi      

Issachar      Issachar 

Zebulun      Zebulun 

Joseph       Joseph 

Benjamin      Benjamin 

 

Note 

  * Dan and Ephraim are omitted 

  * Ephraim – home of idolatry (Hos.4:17) 

  * Dan – blasphemy in family (Deut 29:18-20); stayed back during war (Judg.5:17); leader in 

apostasy (I Kings 12:29,30) 

 

  * Because of idolatry, they will not be used as God’s witness.  Because of His mercy, they will 

be allotted land in the millennium (Ezekiel 48) 

 

b. Seal 

i. Placed on the forehead (Ezekiel 9:4) 

ii. Name of the Lamb and the Father (14:1) 

iii. Set apart from all others 

iv. A mark for protection & identity; possession, power and authority 

 

Note 

  * A king would use his signet ring as a seal; all official documents were thus sealed showing 

possession, power and authority 

   Genesis 41:42 – pharaoh to Joseph 
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   Daniel 6:17 – seal over the lion’s den’s door 

   Matthew 27:66 – seal on tomb 

  * Holy Spirit seals the believer 

   II Corinthians 1:22 – “set His seal of ownership on us” 

   Ephesians 1:13,14 – “you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit” 

 

Point 

  * These are Hebrew evangelists (Matthew 24:14) 

  * Jews who come to recognize Christ for who he is 

  * A special body of Jewish believers 

  * The first of many saved in Israel 

 

“These witnesses usher in the greatest revival ever known after the rapture 

where God again will work through His people.” 
 

Gentile converts during Tribulation 
 

Vs.9,10 

 

A. The multitude 
a. Scope of their ministry 

i. Every tribe, nation, people, language 

ii. Worldwide revival 

iii. Everyone will hear 

b. Multitude standing before the throne 

i. No longer on earth 

c. Wearing white robes 

i. Righteousness/purity 

ii. Christ makes us pure by the blood of His Son 

d. Holding palm branches 

i. Symbols of victory, triumph, glory, celebration 

ii. Ex. – Christ’s Triumphal Entry 

 

The palm branch is the symbol of joy and triumph. It was used at the feast of tabernacles, on the fifteenth 
day of the seventh month, when they kept feast to God in thanksgiving for the ingathered fruits. The antitype 
shall be the completed gathering in of the harvest of the elect redeemed here described. 
 

Vs.11-14 

 

e. Praising the Lamb 

i. Along with angels, elders and 4 living creatures 

ii. Each word is preceded by the definite article “the” 

1. “the glory, etc.” 

 

f. Identity 

i. Martyrs come out of the Tribulation (vs.14) 
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1. Robes made white by the blood of the Lamb 

 

Note 

  * The greatest suffering the world has ever seen will produce the greatest revival! 

  * Church in Acts grew (Acts 8); Church today (China, Sudan, Indonesia, etc.) 

  * It will not be easy to confess Christ during the Day of the Lord 

 

Vs.15-17 

 

g. Six promises 

i. God’s presence will be with them forever  

1. God’s desire to tabernacle with them 

ii. All physical needs will be met  

1. thirst, hunger from famine/draught 

iii. They will be protected  

1. from sun/heat 

iv. Spiritual needs met 

1. Lamb will shepherd them 

v. Lord will lead and direct them 

1. as they serve & worship Him 

vi. Tears will be wiped away 

1. From what they suffered on earth 

 

Here in Chapter 7, the antichrist launches an all-out attack on those who have 

come to know Christ through these witnesses 

 
 

 


