
 

Revelation 4:2-11 
 

“Scene in Heaven” 
 

Vs.2-11 READ 

 

 The scene – no description of God given here 
o One who sat there 

 Jasper – translucent crystal (a clear gem) 
 Carnelian – blood red stone 

o Rainbow encircled the throne 

 Resembling an emerald (green) 

 Complete encircling (nothing is incomplete in Heaven) 

 Merciful even in Judgment (Habakkuk 3:2) 

o 24 thrones/elders 

 Dressed in white 

 Crowns of gold on their heads 

o Sea of glass (before the throne) 

 the sea in Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 7:23; 2 Chron 4:2, 6) 

o Flashes of lightning & Peals of thunder 

 Approaching storm 

o 7 spirits of God 

 Isaiah 11:2,3 

o 4 living creatures around center of throne 

o Worship service 

 

Earthly tabernacle follows the pattern of the Heavenly sanctuary  

 

Earthly temple Heavenly sanctuary 

Holy of holies The throne of God 

Seven-branched candlestick Seven lamps of fire before the throne 

Bronze laver Sea of glass 

Cherubim over the mercy seat Four living creatures around the throne 

Priests Elders (kings and priests) 

Brazen altar Altar (Rev. 6:9–11) 

Incense altar Incense Altar (Rev. 8:3–5) 

Ark of the covenant Ark of the covenant (Rev. 11:19) 

 

A. Throne 
a. Someone sitting on the throne 

i. Jasper & Carnelian – first and last stones on the priests breast piece 



1. Exodus 28:17-21 
b. Rainbow encircled the throne 

i. God’s mercy in the midst of judgment 

ii. 4 times in the Bible 

c. Sea of glass 

i. Laver – tabernacle (place of cleansing) 

ii. Water no longer need for cleansing 

d. Flashes of lightning and peals of thunder 

i. An impending storm 

ii. Psalm 29 

 

B. 24 elders 
a. Seated on 24 thrones 

b. Description 

i. Dressed in white 

1. Redeemed/clothed in white 

2. Purity/righteousness (clothed in righteousness) 

ii. Wearing golden crowns 

1. “stephanos” – crown/wreath/garland 

a. Was awarded to a victor in the ancient athletic games; crown 

of victory; symbol of honor; Symbol of authority 

2. “diadema” – worn by sovereign rulers 

c. Function  

i. Fall down to worship 

1. Before Him who sits on the throne 

2. Lay their crowns before the throne 

ii. Worship and declare Him as God supreme 

d. Identification 

i. Angels? 

1. Cannot or do not receive victor crowns 

2. Elders designate age – all angels were created together 

3. Do not wear white robes of redemption 

4. angels are not numbered (Heb. 12:22), crowned, or enthroned 

ii. Representatives of the church? 
1. Ruling with Christ 

2. 24 – number of choruses into which the Levitical priesthood was 

divided (too many to serve at once) 

a. Only the church is the priesthood 

3. Their message can only come from the redeemed 

a. They sang a song of redemption (Revelation 5:8,9) 

4. The church was promised this position (Matthew 19:28) 

5. White raiment was promised to over-comers 

 

Note 

  * Elders were always represented by men 

  * No elders on the throne in Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1-10 and Daniel 7 



   These thrones were empty 

 

iii. 12 tribes/12 apostles? 
1. Completion of God’s people? 

2. All saints of all times 

3. Old and New Testament Saints 

 

Thot 

  * Whatever the case, these are men appointed by God to rule and reign with Him 

 

C. Four Living Creatures (vs.6-9) 

 
Ezekiel 10:1-10    Isaiah 6:1-7    Ezekiel 10:20-22 

 
a. Description – Cherubim? 

i. Covered with eyes front and back 

ii. Representing Christ 

1. Lion – greatest land animal – Christ as King (Matthew) 

2. Ox – greatest domestic animal – Christ/as servant (Mark) 

3. Man – greatest creature – Christ’s humanity (Luke) 

4. Eagle – greatest flying animal – Christ as deity (John) 

iii. Six wings with eyes all around 

iv. Hands like a man (Ezekiel) 

 

b. Function 
i. Closest created beings to God 

ii. Always before God 

iii. Give praise to God day and night 

iv. Guard His holiness 

1. Picture – over the Mercy Seat 

v. These creatures signify the wisdom of God (“full of eyes”) and proclaim 

the holiness of God 

 

Question:  How important is praise and worship? 

 Closest thing to the presence of God 

 Chapter 5 – praise is directed to the Son 

 

 There are several events perhaps that will happen during this time… 

o Judgment seat of Christ and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

o At some point during Day of the Lord these two events will happen 

 

D. Judgment Seat of Christ 
 

Romans 14:10    I Corinthians 3:9-15    II Corinthians 5:10 

 



a. Meaning 

i. A place of prominence, dignity, authority, honor, and reward rather than the 

ideal of justice and judgment 

ii. “bema” – a seat in Grecian games in which the president would reward the 

contestants 

b. Time 

i. Immediately following the “snatching away” of the church 

1. The elders already have their crowns 

2. When the Lord returns with the church, His bride is already 

rewarded 

c. Place 

i. In the heavenlies 

ii. I Thessalonians 4:17 – “…to meet the Lord in the air…” 

d. The Judge 

i. The Son – John 5:22 – “The Father judges no one, but has entrusted all 

judgment to the Son…” 

e. The judged 

i. Believers 

ii. II Corinthians 5:1-19 READ 

f. Basis of the judgment seat 

i. Not to determine whether one is a believer (Romans 8:1) 

ii. II Corinthians 5:10 – “We must all appear (made manifest) before the 

judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the 

things done while in the body; whether good (acceptable) or bad (worthless) 

1. To make a public demonstration or manifestation or revelation of a 

believer’s character and motives 

2. It is not the Lord’s purpose to chasten His child for his sins, but to 

reward his service for those things done in the name of the Lord. 

3. Believer’s works are being examined; his character; his motivations 

iii. I Corinthians 4:5 – “He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and 

will expose the motives of men’s hearts.” 

g. Result (I Corinthians 3:14,15) 

i. Loss of reward 

1. Wood, hay, straw (3:13) 

2. Things done for my own glory (in the flesh) 

3. I Corinthians 9:27 – Castaway (good for nothing) 

ii. Reward received 

1. Gold, silver, costly stones 

2. Crowns – “stephanos” victor’s crowns 

3. Incorruptible crown – those getting mastery over the old man (I 

Corinthians 9:25) 
4. Crown of rejoicing – for soul winners (I Thessalonians 2:19) 

5. Crown of Life – those enduring trials (James 1:12) 

6. Crown of glory – those willing to feed flock of God (I Peter 5:4) 

7. Crown of righteousness – those loving His appearing (II Timothy 

4:8) 


