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Chapter 6 
 

“Seven Seals” 
 
“The Day of the Lord is that time when God will judge the world and punish the nations.  At the 
same time, God will prepare Israel for the return of Jesus Christ to the earth to establish His 
Kingdom.” 
 

Events on earth will now take place as directed from Heaven 
 

Vs.1,2 
 

A. 1st Seal – Come “go forth” (first living creature) 
a. Rider on a White Horse 

i. Rider held a bow 

1. Without arrows 

ii. Was given a Crown 

1. “Stephanos” victor’s crown 

iii. Rode out as a conqueror 

 

 Remember, the church is gone!! 

o After the church is gone, someone will come on the scene (necessity) 

o II Thessalonians 2:7,8 READ 

 

Question:  Who is this? 

  * Christ or Anti-Christ? 

  Christ would not need a bow (sword out of His mouth) 

  Would wear a diadema, not stephanos (it is given to him) 

  Would not be ordered by a created being “come” 

 

Question:  Who is the Antichrist? 

  * II Thessalonians 2:1-12 – comes upon the scene 

  * He will not be revealed until after the church is gone 

  * Anti-Christ 

   Anti – against or opposes or instead of 

   Christ “Christos” – NT word for Messiah or Anointed One 

   Him who opposes everything that is Jesus Christ 

   He is a false Christ 

  * His name is only mentioned in John’s letters (I John) 

 

 Many names ascribed to him 

o The Beast 

 Revelation 13:1-18 
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o The Little Horn 

 Daniel 7:7,8; 8:8-12 

o Man of sin; son of destruction; lawless one 

 II Thessalonians 2:1-12 

o King who does what He pleases; magnifies himself above God 

 Daniel 11:36-45 

o Foolish/worthless shepherd 

 Zechariah 11:15-17 

 

 Characteristics (Dr. David Jeremiah) 

o Dynamic leader – Daniel 7:8 

 Satan’s public voice 

 

o Defiant leader – Daniel 11:36,37; II Thessalonians 2:3,4 

 Reject all traditional views of deity 

o Deceitful leader – II Thessalonians 2:9 

 Powers, signs and lying wonders 

 They will believe the lie 

o Diabolical leader – Daniel 7:21-25 

 Persecute the saints 

 Be used to lead the nations against Israel 

o Dramatic Leader – Revelation 13:3 

 Goal is to imitate Christ 

 Be healed and raise again 

o Demanding leader – Revelation 13:16,17 

 All must receive a mark on right hand or forehead 

 Must worship the antichrist 

o Defeated leader – Isaiah 11:4b 

 No power will stop him until the Lord comes 

o Doomed leader – Daniel 7:11 

 Cast into the lake of fire burning with brimstone 

 

Explanation 

  * A movement of peace 

  He comes upon the scene proclaiming peace (through deception)    

  * Daniel 9:26,27 

  Peace pact with Israel 

  * Matthew 24:5 

  * Future world government begins with a time of peace 

 

Vs.3,4 

 

B. 2nd Seal – come (second living creature) 
a. Rider on a Red Horse 

i. Given a large sword 

ii. Given power to take peace away 
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iii. Make men slay each other 

b. Read is associated with terror and death 

 

 

Explanation 

  * Peace was temporary 

   The real character of antichrist comes forward 

  * Consolidating leadership through conquest 

   This time not politically, but through the sword 

  * Matthew 24:6,7 

  * Ezekiel 38,39 

  * Daniel 11:40-45?? 

 

Vs.5,6 

 

C. 3rd Seal – come (third living creature) 
a. Rider on a Black Horse 

i. Holding a pair of scales 

ii. Message of “the voice” 

1. Quart of wheat for a day’s wages 

a. Usually would be eight quarts 

2. 3 quarts of barley for a day’s wages 

a. Usually would be 24quarts 

3. Do not damage the oil and the wine 

a. The rich will be enjoying plenty 

4. Food is scarce – Leviticus 26:26 

 

Note 

  * Color black is associated with famine 

  * Jeremiah 14:1–2 

  * Lamentations 5:10 

 

Explanation 

  * Matthew 24:7 

  * Power to control the economy and distribution of food 

   Antichrist is quickly assuming control of countries/economies 

   By promising to feed the masses 

  * Famine resulting from wars 

   Careful rationing 

  * Anarchy/violence/severe famine 

 

Vs.7,8 

 

D. 4th Seal – come (fourth living creature) 
a. Rider on a Pale Horse 

i. Rider’s name 
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1. Death (claims the body) 

2. Hades right behind him (claims the soul) 

ii. Given power to kill 

1. 1/4th of the earth (1.5 billion people) 

2. Culmination of the above seals 

 

Question:  What would kill 1.5 billion people? 

  * Sword – (anarchy) rogue armies; rioting in the streets 

   Aftermath of hurricanes/earthquakes/rioting; etc. (looting; shooting; etc.) 

  * Famine – 40,000 daily die now 

  * Plague – rats or germ warfare 

  * Wild beasts – literal? 

 

Explanation 

  * As the result of warfare and famine… 

  * Widespread death results 

  * Ezek. 14:21 

 

Vs.9-11 

 

E. 5th Seal – religious persecution (as never before) 
a. Souls slain 

i. Under the altar 

1. Because of the word of God 

a. Many Bibles left behind 

2. And their testimony maintained 

a. Refusing to deny the gospel 

ii. Matthew 24:8-10 
 

Explanation 

  * Leviticus 4:7,18,25,30 

   The blood of the sacrifice was poured out at the base of the altar 

   Blood represents life 

  * Martyrs had given their lives sacrificially 

  * Philippians 2:17 and 2 Timothy 4:6. 

 

Question:  How would they be saved? 

  * Two witnesses 

  * 144,000 witnesses 

  * Those who procrastinated 

  * Bible left behind 

 

iii. Their cry 

1. How long, O Lord? 

a. Until you judge the earth 

b. Avenge our blood 
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iv. Each given a white robe 

1. Purity/righteousness 

2. Immediately in God’s presence 

v. Told to wait 

1. A given number would be killed 

 

 The martyrs in heaven cry – “avenge us”.  The unbelievers on earth cry – hide us” 

 

Vs.12-17 

 

F. 6th Seal 
a. A great earthquake 

i. Sun turns black 

ii. Whole moon turns blood red 

iii. Stars fall from the sky 

iv. Sky recedes like a scroll 

1. Every mountain and island removed from its place 

2. Everyone hid 

a. No respecter of persons (rich and poor) 

3. Their cry 

a. Fall on us (Hosea 10:8) 

b. Hide us from the wrath of the Lamb 

v. Joel 2:30–31, 3:15    Isaiah 13:9–10, 34:2–4 

 

 

Explanation 

  * Sounds like nuclear warfare 

 

Matthew 24 Revelation 6 

False Christ (vv. 4–5) White horse rider (vv. 1–2) 

Wars (v. 6) Red horse—war (vv. 3–4) 

Famines (v. 7a) Black horse—famine (vv. 5–6) 

Death (vv. 7b–8) Pale horse—death (vv. 7–8) 

Martyrs (v. 9) Martyrs under the altar (vv. 9–11) 

Worldwide chaos (vv. 10–13) Worldwide chaos (vv. 12–17) 

 

The contents of chapter 6 should put to rest the false teachings that God, being a God of love, could not 
judge a wicked world. It also raises the important question contained in the closing words of verse 17: Who 
can stand? Only those who have availed themselves of the grace of God before the time of judgment will be 
able to stand when God deals with the earth in this final period of great distress. Those who will be saved in 
the Great Tribulation are described in the next chapter. 

 
In summary, note that Antichrist begins his career as a peaceful political conqueror, but then 
resorts to war and economic controls to dominate other nations. The world will accept his false 
peace because it has rejected the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. 


