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Chapter 5 
 

“The Lamb and the Scroll” 
 

Vs.1 

A. The Scroll 
a. Written on both sides 

i. Usually one sided 

ii. Nothing more could be added; complete and final 

b. Sealed with 7 seals 

c. In God’s right hand 

i. Future is in His hands 

ii. As if getting ready to hand it over to somebody 

 

Scroll 

  * Key to understanding the rest of Revelation 

  * Official document of the last days 

  * Last will & testament of the earth 

 

Question:  What was the scroll? 

 Daniel 12:8,9 – “I heard, but I did not understand.  So I asked, “My Lord, what will the 

outcome of all this be?”  He replied, “Go your way Daniel, because the words are closed 

up and sealed until the time of the end.” 

o Daniel wanted “a continuing story” of what had unfolded before him in the 

preceding verses 

o He was given a glimpse of this 7 year period.  He wanted to know more 

 NT picture – Roman law said that all legal documents pertaining to life and death were to 

be sealed 7 times 

o It was extremely important 

 

Note (OT picture) John understood this… 

  * It was in its type closely associated with divine procedures for land redemption in the OT 

  * According to Law (Leviticus 25:23-25) a person could lose his land for a period of time for 

various reasons 

   If an Israelite lost an estate it could be redeemed for a price by next of kin (kinsman 

redeemer) 

   A deed of sale was written on a scroll then sealed.   

   Once bought back, only the “new owner” could open the seal 

 

Point 

  * Earth belongs to God by right of divine creation 

  Psalm 24:1,2 – “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live 

in it; for He founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.” 
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  * Adam was given dominion over the earth according to Genesis 1,2 

  * Adam lost this God-given right to satan when he sinned 

   Satan became… 

  god of this world – II Corinthians 4:4 

     prince of this world – John 12:31 

   earth belongs to him (satan) – Luke 3:5-7 

     whole world is under control of the evil one – I John 5:19 

  * It was the title deed to the earth itself – legal document – to be given to a ‘redeemer’ 

 

Vs.2-4 

A. The Problem 
a. Earth was lost (Adam’s sin) 

b. Title deed is ready to be given/opened 

a. It had to be bought back by a kinsman redeemer 

c. No one could be found to open it 

a. No one fit the requirements (vs.3,4) 

a. 24 elders - church 

b. 4 living creatures 

c. Even Michael himself (mighty angel) 

b. John wept (tears will be wiped away) 

d. The identity of the rightful heir must be determined 

 

“A Kinsman Redeemer is needed!!!” 
 

Note 

  * Only one who could redeem the earth is the Creator Himself and He had to be a kinsman to 

Adam 

  He had to first become a man 

   The purchase price could not just be money 

 

Vs.5 

B. Prevailer 
a. The only one worthy to open the scroll 

a. Lion of Judah (Genesis 49:8-10) 

a. Title of the Messiah 

b. Messiah would possess the strength & power & courage of a lion 

b. Root of David (Isaiah 11:1) 

a. From David’s lion would come the Messiah 

b. He is also the root of David (deity) 

c. Over-comer/prevailer (Colossians 2:13-15 READ) 

a. Triumphed  

d. JESUS 

 

Vs.6,7 

C. Lamb (Isaiah 53:6,7) 



31 
 

a. Looking slain (Exodus 12:5-7,12-13) 

a. Passover 
b. Standing 

a. Ministry of intercession is finished 

c. Center of the throne 

a. Surrounded by the creatures 

b. it’s now Christ’s turn 

d. Seven horns 

a. Complete power/strength 

e. Seven eyes 

a. Zechariah 3:8,9 
a. Seven eyes – Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:2) 

b. Jesus the Branch 

c. Takes the scroll 

a. He alone can do this 

b. Daniel 7:13,14 – READ 

a. the title deed is given to the Redeemer 

d. He was appointed “heir of all things” 

a. Hebrews 1:2 – But in these last days He ha spoken to us by His Son, 

whom He appointed heir of all things…” 

 

 Christ has now overcome 

o Over sin (I Peter 3:18) – died for sins once for all 

o Over death (I Corinthians 15:25,26) – last enemy to be destroyed (death) 

o Over satan (John 12:31) – “…now the prince of this world will be driven out.” 

o Over all rule/authority/powers (I Corinthians 15:24) – all destroyed 

o Over Hell (John 5:24) – “…he has crossed over from death to life.” 

 

“To redeem the earth, Christ had to become a man (second Adam).  He paid the price of 

redemption for the whole earth through His death (I Peter 1:18-20).  Jesus now becomes our 

Kinsman Redeemer, the only one allowed to open up the scroll – the title deed to the earth – the 

terms of redemption.” 

 

Vs.8 

A. Praise 
a. Four living creatures/24 elders (28 in all) 

i. Harp – music for praise 

ii. Golden bowls – unanswered prayers 

1. “Thy Kingdom Come…” 

2. Down through the ages 

3. Exodus 30:8 – Incense burning continually 

4. Psalm 141:2 – “May my praise be set before you like incense…” 

 

Point 

  * Picture of altar of incense before the presence of the Lord 

Vs.9,10 
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iii. Sang a “new song” 

1. Slain 

a. Blood spilt 

b. Purchase price 

2. Purchased 

a. We have been bought with a price 

3. Chosen to the kingdom & priests 

4. They shall reign on the earth 

 

Vs.11,12 

b. Multitude of angels 

i. Power (Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 3:20) 

ii. Riches (Ephesians 1:7; Romans 2:4) 

iii. Wisdom (I Corinthians 1:30) 

iv. Strength (Matthew 19:2; Jude 24,25) 

v. Honor (Philippians 2:9-11; Revelation 19:7) 

vi. Glory (Psalm 29:2; Matthew 5:16) 

vii. Blessing (Colossians 1:12; I Thessalonians 5:18) 

 

Vs.13 

c. Every creature (in heaven and on earth, under the earth, in the sea) 

i. Praise 

ii. Honor 

iii. Glory 

iv. Power 

 

Note – We worship Jesus because of… 

  * Who He is – Lamb of God 

  * Where He is – not on a cross or in a tomb 

 

The Scroll 

  * Book of destiny – history written before it happens 

  * Book of Redemption 

  * Title deed to the earth 

 

“God has a definite plan for the earth and the universe” 
 

“This is the background of the marvelous drama that now unfolds in Revelation.  The Lamb 

has paid the price to reclaim the lost world and has delivered over the title deed, as it were, for 

safekeeping to its Creator God until He could return to cast out the invader and consummate 

the full redemption of His dearly purchased possession 

 

Vs.14 

 

 Heaven is now silent!  With the taking of the scroll, the action is now 

ready to begin 


