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Chapter 4 
 

“That which takes place after this” 

 

Revelation 4:1 
 
1“After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven!  And the first voice, which 
I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this.” 
 

A. “Come up here..” 
a. Revelation 1:19 

i. Church age (Chpt 2,3) 

ii. Chronological order 

b. After this (vision of the churches) 

i. He sees this vision after the first one 

c. A door standing open 

i. John is transported through an open door to the very throne of Heaven 

1. He saw the opening of the door 

ii. From this vantage point he can see what transpires in heaven and on earth 

d. Voice 

i. Like a trumpet (as was heard in chapter one) 

e. Come up here 

i. “anabaino” – ascend; go up; board; 

ii. I will show you what must take place after this (event) 

1. 1:19 – what must soon take place 

2. Once it begins, it happens quickly 

iii. It has already been determined 

 

Note – a glimpse into the heavenlies 

  * Gehazi 

  * The Shepherds at His birth 

 

Question:  When does this occur? 

  * I believe this precipitates the beginning of the tribulation period 

 

I Thessalonians 4:15-18 
 

Vs.15 

A. The Lord’s words 
a. John 5:25-29 – 25“Truly, truly I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, 

when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  
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28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when ‘all’ who are in the tombs will 

hear His voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of 

life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.” 

i. The voice of the Lord 

1. Those who hear will live 

ii. “…all in the graves will hear his voice and come out…” 

b. John 11:21-27 the raising of Lazarus 

i. Vs.23 – “…your brother will rise again.” 

ii. Vs.25 - “I am the resurrection and the Life.  He who believes in me will 

live, even though he dies, and whoever lives and believes in me will never 

die.” 

 

Point – All who have died will rise again 

   Some to everlasting life (bema seat) 

   Others to everlasting judgment (Great White Throne Judgment) 

 

Vs.16 

 

A. Sequence 
a. Come down from heaven 

i. Descend “katabaino” – to move or come down 

ii. The Lord himself will appear 

iii. Acts 1:6-11 – “…will come back in the same way…” 

b. A loud command “keleusma” – a military command 

i. John 11:43 – as He did with Lazarus 

ii. Those in the grave will hear His voice (John 5:28) 

c. Voice of the Archangel 

i. Only one mentioned is Michael (Daniel, Jude, Revelation) 

ii. A rallying cry for the armies of the heavenly angels 

1. The angelic host will have a part in this joyous occasion 

d. Trumpet call of God 

i. I Corinthians 15:52 – “…for the trumpet will sound…” 

 
The Jewish people were familiar with trumpets, because trumpets were used to declare war, to announce special times 
and seasons, and to gather the people for a journey (Num. 10). In the Roman Empire, trumpets were used to announce 
the arrival of a great person. When God gave the Law to Israel, the event was preceded by a trumpet blast (Ex. 19:18–
20). 

 

Question:  Will the unsaved hear these sounds? 

  * It will happen very quickly 

  * Maybe they won’t understand – John 12:27-30 

 

Vs.17 

B. Resurrection 
a. Dead in Christ (those who are believers) 

i. Will rise first “anistemi” to jump up; spring to one’s feet 
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ii. Resurrection is not re-construction 

1. The dead body is the seed; the resurrected body is the flower 

 

Note – two resurrections 

1. I Thessalonians 4:13-18 – resurrection of Life 

2. Revelation 20:1-6 – resurrection of judgment 

 

The body goes to sleep, but the soul goes to be with the Lord (Phil. 1:20–24). When the Lord returns, He will 
bring the soul with Him, will raise the body in glory, and will unite body and soul into one new/transformed 
being to share His glory forever. 
 

b. We who are left (believers) 

i. Caught up in the clouds 

1. Caught up “harpazo” a snatching away 

a. To catch away speedily – Acts 8:39 (Philip) 

b. To seize by force 

i. Like trying to get Lot to leave Sodom 

c. To claim for one’s own self 

i. From the Lord’s point of view 

d. To move to a new place 

i. I go to prepare a place for you…. 

ii. Our true citizenship is in heaven 

e. To rescue from danger 

i. From the Great Tribulation 

2. With the dead in Christ 

ii. To meet the Lord 
1. Meet “apantesis” – meaning of meeting royalty or important 

person 

c. We will forever be with the Lord 

i. John 14:3 – “…and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

 

Vs.18 

A. Encouragement 
a. Encourage “parakaleo” - Words of hope 

 

 

II Thessalonians 2:1-8 
 

A. The Restrainer 
a. Power of lawlessness 

i. Already at work 

b. Who is the Man of Sin/Lawlessness? (antichrist) 

i. Has tried to thwart God’s working since the beginning 

c. Who is the Restrainer? – One who holds it back 

i. The Church 

ii. The Holy Spirit 
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Picture 

  * Spirit of lawlessness is already at work (to thwart the plan of God) 

  * The Restrainer holds it back 

  * Once the restrainer removed… 

  * Man of Sin (lawlessness) is revealed 

 

I Corinthians 15:51,52 
 

A. Mystery 
a. Unknown in the OT, but now revealed in the NT – What is that mystery? 

i. Not all will die, but all will be changed 

b. We will all be changed 

i. Flash 
1. “atomos” – indivisible; can’t be divided any smaller; that which 

cannot be cut in two 

ii. Twinkling of an eye 

1. “ropai” – Rapid movement of the eyeball 

iii. Last trumpet 

1. Signaled the appearance of God 

2. Sounding of the trumpet on the last day 

3. Final gathering of God’s people on the last day 

c. Dead will be raised imperishable 

i. Immortal 

ii. Not subject to decay 

iii. Lasting forever; incorruptible 

d. We will all be changed 

i. “allasso” – transformed; substituted from one thing to another 

ii. We will become like Christ 

iii. Phil. 3:20,21 – “… (He) will transform our lowly bodies so that they will 

be like his glorious body.” 

 

I John 3:2 
 

A. We are now children of God 
a. We are saved by His grace and mercy 

b. We seek fellowship 

i. Our goal is to please Him 

c. “Let the mind be in you….” 

d. There is no physical change 

i. We don’t know what that will look like 

 

 

B. “When He appears…” 
a. We shall be like Him 

i. There is no physical change until the coming of Christ 
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ii. Possessing glorified, resurrected bodies 

b. We shall see Him as He is 

 

I John 3:2 tells us what we are and then tells us what we shall be. 

 

John 5:28,29 
 

A. “A time is coming…” 
a. All in graves will hear His voice 

b. They will come out 

i. Those who have done good -  will rise to live 

1. Rapture 

ii. Those who have done evil – will rise to be condemned 

1. Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) 

 

Review 

  * Sequence of Rapture 

   Lord descends 

    Shout 

    Voice of Archangel 

    Trumpet Call 

   Dead in Christ rise first 

   Living believers rise next 

    All will be instantly changed 

   Meet the Lord in the air 

   Dwell with Him forever 

  * Antichrist will be revealed 

   7 year tribulation period will begin 

 
 


