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“Are We Living in the Last Days” 
 

A. #1 – Rebirth of Israel 
a. November 2, 1917 – the Balfour Declaration 

i. Issued by British govt. 

ii. Germany/Turkey losing WWI 

1. Victorious allies divided up German/Turkish empires 

2. Britain was allotted Palestine under Ottoman Empire 

3. It was the intention of the British govts to establish in Palestine “a 

national home for the Jewish people.” 

iii. December 11, 1917 – Jerusalem liberated from 400 years of Turkish rule 

 
Point 

  * Israel had not been a nation since 722BC/586BC – 2700 years prior 

  * No other nation or people have re-established themselves after such a long absence 

 

b. May 14, 1948 – United Nations 

i. UN announces that they have formally recognized the State of Israel 

1. Greatest miracle of the 20th century 

ii. Matthew 24:32-34 READ 

1. In prophesy, Israel is always pictured as a fig tree 

iii. Isaiah 66:8 – “Who has ever heard such a thing?  Who has ever seen such 

things?  Can a country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a 

moment…?” 

 

c. June 7, 1967 – Six Day War 

i. Jerusalem is reclaimed as the Jewish capital 

1. This has been at the core of Middle East instability 

 
In Ezekiel 4:3-6 – “the prophet said the Jews, who had lost control of their homeland, would be punished for 
430 years.  This prophecy, according to bible scholar Grant Jeffrey, pinpointed the 1948 rebirth of Israel. 
Here’s a summary of his theory: 
Babylon was later conquered by Cyrus in 539BC.  Cyrus allowed the Jews to leave Babylon and to return to 
their homeland.  But only a small number returned.  The return had taken place sometime around 536BC, 
about 70 years after Judah lost independence to Babylon. 
Because most of the exiles chose to stay in pagan Babylon rather than return to the Holy Land, the remaining 
360 years of their punishment was multiplied by 7.  The reason is explained in the book of Leviticus (26:18, 
26:21, 26:24, 26:28), which says that if the people did not repent while being punished, the punishment would 
be multiplied by 7.  And by staying in pagan Babylon, most exiles were refusing to repent. 
So, if you take the remaining 360 years of punishment and multiply by 7, you get 2520 years.  But Jeffrey 
says those years are based on an ancient 360-day lunar calendar.  If those years are adjusted to the modern 
solar calendar, the result is 2484 years. 
There are exactly 2484 years from 536BC to 1948, which is the year that Israel regained independence. 
 
Just a coincidence????  I don’t think so! 
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B. #2 – Return of the Jews to Israel 
a. Ezekiel 36:24 – “For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all 

the countries and bring you back into your own land.” 

b. Amos 9:15 – “I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from 

the land I have given them.” 

c. Jews returning by the thousands 

i. 1900 – 40,000 living in Palestine 

ii. End of WWII – 800,000 living there 

iii. Today – over 6 million 

d. Isaiah 66:8b – “Yet no sooner is Zion in labor than she gives birth to her children.” 

 

C. #3 – Jerusalem – no longer under Gentile rule 
a. Luke 21:24 – “Jerusalem will be trampled on by Gentiles until the times of the 

Gentiles are fulfilled.” 

 

Question:  What does the times of the Gentiles mean? 

  * Gentile leadership/dominion over Israel, prior to Christ’s leadership 

 

b. Psalm 102:16 – “For the Lord will rebuild Zion and appear in His glory.” 

 

D. #4 – Oil & the battle of God and Magog 
a. What drives all eyes/hearts to the Middle East? – OIL 

i. Greed for money power 

1. He who controls the oil controls the world (purse strings) 

2. Arab nations – one of the biggest producers 

3. America & free nations – biggest consumers 

b. Ezekiel 38 & 39 – A battle that precedes the Rapture or right after 

i. Vs.4 – “I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out 

with your whole army.” 

1. Hook = Oil 

ii. Russia and Arab allies against Israel 

1. We see this alliance happening before our very eyes 

2. Russia, Turkey, Iran, northern African countries, possibly Germany 

c. What will drive them toward Israel? 

i. They are not a Muslim country (drive them into the Sea) 

ii. Allied with invaders (USA) on Muslim territory (Sinai Peninsula) 

1. They lay claims to the land through the line of Ishmael 

iii. Oil 

1. Noble Energy – just recently discovered natural gas 30 miles 

offshore – 500 billion cubic feet 

2. Nari & Noa Fields – 1-7 trillion cubic feet of natural gas 

3. Leviathan Oil Field – 4.3 billion barrels of oil; plus 13 trillion cubic 

feet of natural gas  was one of the largest deep-water gas discoveries in the 

world in the first decade of the 21st century. 
d. This battle will happen (the lines are being drawn now) and will be one of the events 

that sets the stage for the Great Tribulation. 
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E. #5 – Knowledge 
a. Daniel 12:4 – “Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of 

the end.  Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.” 

i. Here and there – many believe this to refers to the speed of transportation 

1. From horses to planes, trains automobiles, space travel, the 

moon/Mars and beyond 

ii. Explosion of knowledge – in the last 150 years 

1. World-wide knowledge doubles every 18-22 months 

iii. Technology and communication 

1. Smart phones – see/hear/scan/pay bills – facetime/skype 

2. Internet – shop/talk/get information without leaving home 

iv. Scientific discoveries 

1. Science/Discovery Channels 

v. Medical profession 

1. DNA cellular structure 

2. Keeping a body on life support for months 

 

Note 

  * All of this knowledge produces only people who know more 

   Knowledge without God can only produce smart, but empty people 

  * Timothy – “…always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth…” 

  * Solomon – “For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief.” 

  * Solomon – “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

 

F. #6 – Technology/Weaponry 
a. Computers – out of date within a few months 

i. Movie – Hidden Figures – whole room full of computers 

ii. Today memory is stored minutely 

b. TV 
i. Touch of a button; voice activated 

1. Live from around the world – instantly 

ii. Revelation 11 – two witnesses – the whole world will see them 

1. Not possible in 1900/1960 

c. Holograms 

i. Antichrist – holograms, virtual reality, robotics 

d. The mark 

i. Revelation 13:7 – “No one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which 

is the name of the beast or the number of his name (666).” 

1. World-wide financial system 

2. Buying/selling through electronic means, not cash (obsolete) 

3. Unified currency 

ii. Computer chips under the skin (arm/forehead) 

1. Identify and/or enable 

e. Weaponry 

i. Nuclear 
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1. Luke 21:26 – “Men will faint from fear over the expectation of the 

things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken.” 

2. Seal/trumpet judgments 

ii. Smart bombs; Bunker busters; sound & lasers, nuclear bombs 

iii. Enough nuclear weaponry now to blow the earth apart many times 

 

G. #7 – Days of Deception 
a. Matthew 24:4 – “Take heed that no one deceives you…” 

b. Antichrist will come as a man of peace (then war) 

c. Secular humanism; right is wrong and wrong is right 

i. Tell people something loud enough and often enough, they will believe it. 

d. Environmentalists 

i. Worship of mother earth as a healing force (babies vs. turtle eggs) 

e. Irresponsible spending – 23 trillion in debt 

f. Bible/truths mocked publicly 

g. Satanism and the occult 

h. Apostate church – “Having a form or godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 

i. Watered down truth – tickles the ears 

i. Sexual revolution 

i. Everything is excepted today 

ii. This is the way I was created 

iii. Hate speech 

 

H. #8 – Warfare 
a. Matthew 24:6 – “…wars and rumors of wars…nation will rise against nation…” 

i. 20th century – first time ever when the entire world went to war (twice) 

1. More people have been killed as a result of war in the 20th century 

than all previous centuries combined 

ii. Today – over 40 conflicts world-wide 

iii. War on terrorism 

1. Fear everywhere 

2. Nuclear capability in a suitcase 

 

I. #9 – False Christs 
a. II Timothy 4:3,4 – “The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, 

but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers 

in accordance to their own desires and will turn away their ears from the truth, and 

will turn aside to myths.” 

b. Matthew 24:5,11,24 – “false Christs” 

c. An explosion of cults since 1850 

d. Also, an explosion of people coming to know the lord 

i. Revivals in the 19th & 20th centuries 

ii. Billy Graham; mega churches 
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J. #10 – Famines, Diseases, Earthquakes 
a. Famines 

i. Mt.24:7 – “…and there shall be famines…” 

1. 1,000’s die of starvation every day 

2. Africa – failed crops 

b. Plagues/diseases 
i. Luke 21:11 – “…plagues…” 

1. Cancer & Aids – 10 million deaths yearly 

2. HIV, Hepatitis, Ebola, flesh eating 

3. New strains in which there is no cure 

4. Covid-19 – over 6 million have died 

ii. Zechariah 14:12-15 – plague which consumes a man’s flesh 

1. Massive radiation poisoning 

c. Earthquakes 
i. Mt.24:7 – “…earthquakes in various places…” 

ii. Not only frequency but in strange places – NJ 

iii. Tornados, hurricanes, tsunamis 

1. More frequent 

2. Under the lie of global warming 

iv. Wildfires 

1. Some of the worst in history – Colorado, last year in California 

2. This year, predicted to be the worse yet (drought, etc.) 

d. Disasters 

i. 2011 – 32 billion dollars 

ii. 2018 – 155 billion dollars 

iii. The costliest 2020 events were Hurricane Laura ($19 billion), the Western wildfires 

($16.5 billion), and the destructive August derecho ($11 billion). In broader context, the 

total cost of U.S. billion-dollar disasters over the last 5 years (2016-2020) exceeds $600 

billion 
 

K. As in the days of Noah 
a. II Timothy 3:1-5 

i. Typical evening newscast or TV program 

1. Abortion, homosexuality, domestic violence, child molestations, 

blasphemy, pornography, alcoholism, drug abuse, gambling – all as 

accepted practices. 

ii. Humanism – Man is the center; he can do all on his/her own 

iii. Materialism – lover of all things 

iv. Hedonism – lovers of pleasure 

 

There are no unfulfilled prophecies that stand between now and the next big 

event for the church – the Rapture.  The Rapture could happen at any 

moment! 


